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COST Action BM0607 

“Targeted Radionuclide Therapy”
3rd Management Committee Meeting
25 June 2008, 13:00-15:00 h
AGENDA
1. Welcome to the participants

2. Adoption of the agenda

3. Approval of the minutes of the 2nd MC meeting in London, 14 December 2007

4. Report from the Science Officer, including

· News from the COST Office

· Status of the Action

· Number of signatories

· Budget status, budget allocation process

· Non-COST participations 
· Request for new members
5. Report by the chair (publications, progress report) 
6. Year budget planning/long-term planning 
7. Website (A. Signore)
8. STSM status, applications (A. Signore, Th. Maina, T. Stopar)
9. Time and place of next meeting: cooperation, joint meeting with TARCC ( Targeting Alpha-particle emitting Radionuclides to Combat Cancer, FP7); J. Barbet reports
10. Any other business

DRAFT MINUTES

1. Welcome to the participants

Helmut Maecke, the Co-Chair of BM0607, welcomed the MC members and thanked A. Hubalewska-Dydejczyk for the organisation of the meeting. Apologies for not being able to attend the meeting had been received from the Chair, MC members, the DC Rapporteur and the Science Officer. The meeting had a quorum.
Our scientific officer apologized for not being able to participate. She sent some transparencies to the co-chair which were presented. They will be attached to these minutes. 

2. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda was adopted.

3. Approval of the minutes of the 2nd MC meeting in London, 14 December 2007

The minutes of the meeting held on December 14, 2007, in London, were approved, and Steve Mather was thanked for the writing.
4. Report from the Science Officer, including

· News from the COST Office
It must be mentioned that COST Actions are very popular and 400 proposals were submitted during the last open call, 36 to the BMBS (biomedicine and molecular biosciences) domain. After evaluation by the DC (domain committee) nine of these were invited for full proposal submission. Probably not more than 5 will be accepted, in other words, it is very competitive to get an Action approved.  We have only about 3.5 years to come! 

· Status of the Action
The Action was approved by the CSO on 20/11/2006.
It started on 14/10/2008 on the occasion of the first MC meeting in Kopenhagen.

End of Action: 23/07/2010 (this seems not to be correct as the Action runs 4 years) 
Number of parties: 19
Number of MC members: 33

Number of working groups: 5

Non-COST countries: 0 (Turkey applied but has not yet signed the MoU)

Last MC meeting: London, 14/12/2007       
· Number of signatories: 19
· Budget status, budget allocation process
The fiscal year runs from June to May. Last year only part of the money allocated was spent. Budget which was not used can not be transferred to the next period. For this fiscal year we will have 90-100000 Euro (the transparency says 2008 but it must be the full fiscal year??).        
· Request for new members 
Prof. L. Kabasakal, Istanbul, Turkey, requested to become a member of our Action but the country has not signed the MoU. There was a general discussion how new requests should be handled and approved, respectively. Frank Roesch proposed that the WG coordinators decide but this is against the COST rules. New members have to be approved by the MC and finally be the COST office. According to our SO this can be done by e-mail and there is no need to wait for the next MC meeting. In this way, the participation of Prof. Petr Hermann, University Prague, was approved.

5. Report by the chair and discussion/brain storming on how to proceed in the future
The annual progress report was briefly mentioned. Based on the workshop lectures the future directions the WGs want to go were discussed along with the discussion on the status of the WGs 1 and 2: U. Haberkorn, University Heidelberg, gave a keynote lecture on “Display techniques for the identification of new tumor-specific ligands”. Different projects were proposed and presented within these two WGs. A target which is being studied by several groups concerns the CCK1/CCK2 receptors. L. Aloj introduced the topic by talking about the medical need to develop ligands for the targeted radionuclide therapy of tumors overexpressing these receptors. His walk was followed by 6 short talks on specific ligand development. This was concluded by a summary given by C. Decristoforo, T. Maina. It was decided that O. Boerman and L. Aloj take the lead to develop a questionnaire with regard to the different contributions. 
A second joint project emerged after talks on “64Cu/67Cu labeled biomolecules for PET imaging and targeted therapy”. The group from Oxford (Dilworth, Barnard), ETH Zurich (Schibli), University Basel (Keelara, Maecke) and possibly Prague (Hermann), Rossendorf (Stephan) will cooperate.
J. Mertens gave an overview on his long experience with ‘radiolabeled amino acids’ which might be of interest in diagnosis and therapy. This was followed by talks from Mainz and Hannover. It was decided to choose this topic. U. Haberkorn indicated that the Morris hepatoma may be an interesting cell line to study the different compounds developed. J. Mertens will contact groups outside our Action working on amino acid development and ask for potential input. 
R. Haubner summarized the Innsbruck and Munich experience on integrin targeting (αvβ3). This appears to be a topic of joint interest as well. A remarkable talk was the one of Alicja Hubalewska-Dydejczyk on the ‘search of new targets and therapies of endocrine neoplasms’.

WG3 activities: The topic ‘Dosimetry’ was introduced by C. Hindorf with a keynote lecture. The group considers itself as a kind of service group. They will help other groups to study dosimetry. A questionnaire will help to understand the particular needs of the colleagues. 

WG4: The topic was introduced by A. Tuerler (TU Munich) by a keynote talk on the "Production of n.c.a. radionuclides for therapy at Technische Universität München". A promising development in this field is the Arronax endeavor in Nantes. This high energy cyclotron will deliver a variety of important therapeutic and diagnostic radionuclides within Europe.

WG5 will be concerned with animal models and the use of small animal scanners to determine pharmacokinetics of targeted agents. Rotterdam, Brussels, Nijmegen will be able to do these studies. Standardization of assays, PK etc. will be important topics as well. 
Only one (!) talk was given during the workshop on “targeted therapy in an animal model” (Wild, Basel and London). 

An important issue in targeted radionuclide therapy with small vectors (peptides, small proteins) is kidney toxicity. A. Laznickova, Prague, addressed this topic.

The pretargeting approach will also be handled within WG5 and J. Barbet and O. Boerman will find out if promising agents (patent issues, ImmunoMedics) will be available for our Action.

To summarize: Many interesting talks were delivered within this successful workshop. Still, network formation, focused cooperation etc. is needed. Therefore, it was decided that the WG coordinators develop questionnaires and send them to interested groups for focusing on topics of joint interest. 
6. Year budget planning/long-term planning 
We have available 90-100 k€ for 2008. It is important to know that money not spent in a particular year cannot be transferred to the next year. 

WG meetings are planned (WGs 1 and 2) for the end of November 2008.

7. Website (A. Signore)

A. Signore gave an update on the website which is available under IRIST.org (click on COST and register). The web can be used as a form to discuss topics of joint interest. Also you can find the status of STSM.
8. STSM status, applications (A. Signore, Th. Maina, T. Stopar)

See 7. 
STSM is a very attractive possibility to send people to other labs to learn new techniques. Several STSM are planned and several have already been approved (see website).

9. Time and place of next meeting
The next MC meeting is planned to take place in Munich on the occasion of the annual EANM meeting. The date proposed was October 13, during the member assembly (can we really do this?). C. Decristoforo was asked to find a room. 
Next workshop: J. Barbet proposed to join the TARCC (Targeting Alpha-particle emitting Radionuclides to Combat Cancer, FP7) meeting. 

10. Any other business
Several participants mentioned that there are still errors in the FACT SHEET; missing names of MC members; wrong names etc. The co-chair has already asked for some improvement a few weeks ago and the SO promised to make corrections but there seems to be a problem with new software.

A. Signore proposed to organize teaching courses in targeted radionuclide therapy under the umbrella of COST BM0607 to improve the knowledge and visibility of this new and promising field.

Also the potential overlap with the COST D38 Action “Metal-Based Systems for Molecular Imaging Applications” and the interest of this Action was mentioned. Our Chair, Marion de Jong gave on overview on the occasion of the annual D38 workshop in Lisbon in April 2008. Several membes of this Action showed interest in our work.

The MC meeting ends at 15:45 h.
Helmut Maecke/September 2008
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