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Agenda

6th Management Committee Meeting

COST Action BM0607

Targeted Radionuclide Therapy (TRNT)

Barcelona (Spain), 11/10/2009, 17-19 h 
Barcelona International Convention Center
room M213/214
0.   Welcome to participants

Meeting started at 17:00 h.

1.   Adoption of agenda

Agenda was adopted.

2.   Minutes of last meeting (Nantes, May 2009)

Minutes were approved and Luigi was thanked for his efforts.
3.   Matters arising

No matters arising.

4.   Report from the COST Office

- News from the COST Office

Nobody from COST was available at this meeting.

- Status of Action, including participating countries

We will move to the grantholder system per December 1, 2009. We have no information about the actual budget, despite repeated mails to COST. 

- Budget Status, budget planning and allocation process.

Financial rapporteurs will be required in the new grantholder system to check the budget: Steve Mather and Helmut Maecke offered to serve in this capacity. This was approved by the assembly.

5.   Progress report of working groups


WG1 Steve Mather: updated status on the targets database.  After the Nantes meeting it was proposed to test the system on how to add/view information to the database. This testing is still underway.

WG2 Roger Schibli: 

Gave a status report on an ongoing project about Cu-64/67 radiolabelling. These are projects between the group in Oxford (Dilworth) and Villigen-PSI (Schibli) as well as Basel (Mäcke) and Brussels (Tourwé). Several new derivatives of bombesin and somatostatin have been prepared with novel, bifunctional metal chelators suitable for radiocopper. The compounds have been tested in vitro and in vivo. The metal chelators are based on a ATSM-framework, which has been previously found in metal complexes, selective for hypoxic regions of tumors. The research consortium found significant differences in biodistribution studies (performed in tumor-bearing mice) between the new derivatives and those results obtained with other metal chelators. The studies are still ongoing. A new STSM is scheduled for late this year of early next year. 


Paola Erba reported on the joint meeting with COST D38 held in September. Budget report and forms have been completed. A report will follow to be included in  the yearly report for the COST office. 

An issue arose about how intellectual property rights should be handled for the COST meetings. Renata Mikolajczjak pointed out that the COST meetings should be open, so in the future it should be communicated ahead of time if material presented at COST meetings should not be made public in whole or in part (i.e. published on the website). 

WG3 Glen Flux: He gave a powerpoint presentation. A paper was published in JNM in which COST has been acknowledged (collaboration with the group in Nantes). Quantification of I124 is a subject of collaboration and people who would like to collaborate are being sought. STSM may be requested on this subject. Glenn Flux discussed how important it is to implement QC on animal imaging scanners. A report was given on some QC experiments performed on a Nanospect system in collaboration with Steve Mather. A presentation related to the Nanospect is being prepared and will be circulated after review by Steve Mather (data obtained in his laboratory) (Action Glenn Flux).

NEMA protocols are now available for microPET QC.

A few comments were made in relationship to radiobiology and what issues should be important in relation to TRT.  

WG 4 Isotopes. Renata Mikolajczjak reported on the joint meeting held in Florence with COST D38. 

More collaborations are likely to develop in the area of isotopes and studies on compound stability.  Scandium 46 has been irradiated in the nuclear reactor at POLATOM, it can be made available to the groups interested to use it as a tracer.

COST D38 will organize an annual meeting in Thessaloniki, Greece at the end of June 2010.

WG3 and WG5 from D38 are organizing a joint meeting with the Technetium meeting (TERACHEM) in Bressanone in September 2010. COST Action BM0607 will probably have a session there as well (see below)

A discussion was held on whether to organize a workshop on Gallium, Scandium, and  Copper chemistry in Nantes in 2010. It was suggested to have it in mid May in order to be within the budget year. Another  option would be to have a session dedicated to this subject during the TERACHEM meeting in Bressanone in September 2010 as there are currently many competing meetings held in May. Finally, it was decided that this subject could be covered in the TERACHEM meeting.

Frank Roesch  summarized the BM0607 training school  held in Mainz in September on Ga-68 generators (three days). This was a hands-on course that received very high marks from participants. There were more applicants  than there were available slots. People who participated were enthusiastic.  The training school  will be repeated on September 13-15, 2010.

WG 5 Otto Boerman. Status of CCK project was discussed. Innsbruck has completed the stability analysis. Berne has completed the affinity analysis. Rotterdam, London, Nijmegen, and Naples have yet to complete their work. It is proposed to have a meeting when everyone is finished with the analysis (see below). 

Steve Mather gave a short comment on the problems they have run into when using the A431 cells provided by Luigi Aloj. 

He suggested to double check concentrations of the peptides prior to starting experiments as they have had discrepancies between actual and expected concentrations of peptides. 

Some problems in A431 receptor number were reported as they have been found to have approximately half the binding sites compared to AR42J.

6.   Action planning

6.1 Annual Progress Conference (preparation and/or feedback from DC)

Issues on how open the website is and should be. STSM applications and reports will not be open to the public.

6.2 Action Budget Planning

Deadline is November 5 to present new budget. Grantholder system will start in December.

6.3 Action Planning (including meetings)

6.3.1 Location and date of next meeting. 

Proposal: to have an annual meeting (including MC meeting) in Freiburg in spring 2010. Helmut Maecke proposed March 26 and 27 (week before Easter). It was approved by the MC. Martin Behe should be contacted with regard to the program. It was suggested that during this meeting the CCK comparison data can be presented. 

6.3.2 Long-term planning (including anticipated locations and dates of future meetings). 

There will be BM0607 sessions in the ESMI (Warsaw May 26-29, 2010) and TERACHEM Bressanone (September 8-11) meetings. The second MC meeting in 2010 will probably be held during the EANM 2010 in Vienna (October 9-13).

It was decided not to have a BM0607 at the COST D38 Thessaloniki meeting, because we would have too many meetings in 2010.

7.   STSM status, applications

Alberto Signore gave an overview. There were 9 STSM applications in 2008, in 2009 7 so far (maybe 8 before the end of the year). 

8.   Publications, dissemination and outreach activities

Frank Roesch is willing to organize again the training school on radiolabelling in the next budget year on September 13-15, 2010.

9.   Request for new members

Theodosia Maina proposed to have Prof Jean Martinez as an expert on peptide synthesis. It was approved.

10. Promotion of gender balance and of Early Stage Researchers (ESR)

No issues raised.

11. Non-COST country participations

Possible contacts through IAEA (Paola Erba). No specific information as of now. IAEA is focusing on preclinical therapeutic applications. Clemens De Cristoforo suggested that there may be future interest by IAEA also for clinical applications.

12. Web news

Alberto Signore: The website is technically working. Not everyone has been registered. Two people said they could not connect, but this was settled during the meeting. No other issues arose. It was reiterated that COST prefers to have the site more open. Alberto Signore pointed out that anyone can register, so people can have free access.

There are pages for the working groups where information and files can be uploaded. Not everyone has taken advantage of this feature. On behalf of COST, Marion De Jong asked for some improvements and updates. Alberto will make a list of the members who have registered and put the list on the website (so COST officers can see who is active in the Action).Everyone should be involved to update the website. It was decided to open the site and keep only STSMs under password. It was decided that papers should be only available as links to pubmed and secured copies of pdf files for copyright issues where applicable (Action Alberto Signore).

13. AOB

14. Closing

Meeting closed at 18:30.

PS: Wim Oyen is currently one of the WG leaders of WG5 (Otto Boerman being the other WG leader), but because of his heavy work load he is not able to actively participate in the Action. The proposal for the MC is to appoint Luigi Alloj as second WG5 leader.
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