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Minutes

Management Committee Meeting

25/05/2009, 4.30 pm - 6.30 pm, conference room, 

West-Hotel, Nantes, France 
COST Action BM0607

Targeted Radionuclide Therapy (TRNT)

Nantes (France), from 25/05/2009 to 26/05/2009

0.   Welcome to participants

Meeting started at 4:30 as scheduled

1.   Adoption of agenda

No comments. Agenda approved.

2.   Minutes of last meeting

Minutes were approved. Erasmus University Rotterdam agrees to be the grant holder for this Action.

3.   Matters arising

Marion de Jong pointed out that there was lack of information about the exact budget for the past budget year. It was stated by the COST officer that the minimum budget is 100000 Euro running from June 1st to May 31st following year. There are some mechanisms by which part of the budget may be moved from one not-so-active Action to another in the same domain.

4.   Report from the COST Office

- News from the COST Office

- Status of Action, including participating countries

- Budget Status, budget planning and allocation process


Jeannette Nchung Oru was presenting in place of Popi who is not here because of other commitments within COST (closing of other action). (File has been attached). Our rapporteur is still Prof Bonsignore from Italy. She is not present at the meeting. The Grant System is still in test phase so the plan for now is for all Actions ending later than 2010 to gradually move to this system (one action per month per domain). It is not known when this Action will move to the new system.

New calls have closed in the BMBS domain in September 2008 and March 2009. They have been evaluated.  The new numbering system for actions was presented and new actions approved during 2008 were presented. 6 out of the 56 present actions were approved. An overview of all ongoing actions under BMBS was presented. Our action ends September 2011.

Current budget for the entire BMBS domain is 2090000 Euros, which translates to 102000 Euros per Action per year on average.

Status of Action BM0607 was reviewed. The new website was presented. Budget overview was presented. In our Action, 33000 Euros were spent overall in the 1st year. Current budget period shows nearly 120000 Euros utilized or committed for this Action. 

A shortfall in budget for the current meeting was pointed out. Financial support for the current MC/WG meeting was lower than what was requested and what the local organizers were counting on based on conversations during the previous MC meeting in October in Munich. 

GASG reimbursement (website maintenance fee) has yet to be reimbursed because it was still not requested (Action Alberto Signore). The MC approved the GASG reimbursement of 2000 Euro for management of the website.

Starting this year (changeover from FP6 to Fp7) budget year starts on June 2nd 2009 and ends June 1st 2010. It was reiterated that activities should be planned based on a approximate yearly budget of 100000 Euros and if there is a training school to be held there can be up to 30000 Euros additional budget for the year. It is important to plan ahead.

5.   Progress report of working groups

WG1 Steve Mather


Progress on developing a target database. A list of targets was presented and discussed. This initial target list has been developed based on models that have been already addressed specifically for radionuclide therapy approaches. The plan is to expand the knowledge based on these targets. Several suggestions were made on how to collect data on all of these targets. Steve Mather will select who will gather information for each target. (File of the list will be attached). The plan is to develop an up to date database of all information available on several targets of interest which could be the subject of a publication, also it will be published on the COST website.

WG2 Roger Schibli

Progress report on the collaboration in the gastrin project involving several groups. 

A collaboration between Innsbruck and Istanbul on Lu labelled peptides was presented.

Collaboration project on SSTR peptides between Rotterdam, Athens and St. Louis  was presented (SAR).

Bombesin analog project collaboration between Oxford, Brussels and Zurich Villigen.

A project on the same target is also going on between Rotterdam, Athens and St. Louis (SAR).

Mainz, Athens and Polatom have a collaborative project on Bombesin. (Poster at this meeting)

The Rossendorf group has a project on labelling strategies for antibodies (Presentation at this meeting)

Lisbon and Prague have a collaboration for new chelators for lanthanides.

Lisbon and Orleans have a collaboration (presented at this meeting).

Astatination of Biomolecules (Hannover and Brussels collaboration), no data yet to report.

STSMs in WG2

Poland to Rossendorf for Zirconium chelation

2 publications were accepted

It was reiterated to mention COST in all publications.

WG3 

Glenn Flux was not present due to a flight delay. Mark Konijnenberg presented a project they are carrying out on quality control of animal scanners (poster presented at this meeting).  They have sent out a questionnaire that has been completed by several groups.

WG4

Renata Mikolajczjak

Many projects going on regarding reactor and cyclotron produced isotopes. They are working on a database of radionuclides aimed at providing information on all people producing and utilizing radionuclides. There is a poster presented at this meeting. She invites everyone to consult the COST BM0607 website and send comments and critiques. The plan is to make it available publicly (not through the login).

WG5

Otto Boermann. Presented the three main projects in this WG. 

Reduction of kidney uptake in radionuclide therapy (Rotterdam, Nijmegen, Czech Republic and Freiburg)

Somatostatin Receptor targeted radionuclide therapy optimization (Rotterdam, Basel, Llubjana)

Gastrin project (6 groups) testing and comparing 12 peptides in several tissue culture and animal models. Deadline for this phase of testing is set at December 31 of this year.

6.   Action planning

6.1 Annual Progress Conference (preparation and/or feedback from DC)


Chair has presented a status report on the action in March in Vienna. Marion de Jong reiterated that there were positive comments about the STSMs by the rapporteur (Prof. Bonsignore).

Points of concern were about the website. Request by the rapporteur was to make website more open. Marion reiterated that the website needs to be updated better. There is a lot of missing information particularly regarding working groups, WG members and publications. Roger Schibli suggested to give deadlines to WG leaders on adding pertinent information to the website. Marion de Jong again stressed that all mention COST in all common publications.

6.2 Action Budget Planning and Administration
6.3 Action Planning (including meetings)

6.3.1 Location and date of next meeting

Suggestion to have a joint meeting with COST D38 in September in Florence or another location.  The local organizer would be Paola Erba from Pisa. Proposed dates are September 11 to 13 or September 13 to 15.  Suggestion is to have WG1, 2  and 5 participate. The proposal is to have a theme for this meeting and then see who would participate. There is a potentially conflicting meeting in Bologna on September 14.  Details will have to be defined later. The joint meeting with D38 was approved by the MC. Note August 2009: The meeting will be held Sept 11-13.


6.3.2 Trainingschool 2009 (generators, practical issues and legislative

problems)
Renata Mikolajczjak proposed a training school on radionuclides in WG4. Various aspects on production, labelling, regulatory issues, dosimetry, health physics, waste management could be addressed. Aimed at University and or Hospital environment personnel. Constraints are about 12 trainees, 3 working days. The training school could be held in Mainz (Franc Roesch as host) in the second half of October 2009 budget permitting. It could be a collaborative project with other organizations such as COST D38 EANM radiopharmacy committee, radionuclide therapy committee or others. The MC approved this initiative.

6.3.3 Long-term planning (including anticipated locations and dates of future meetings)

An MC meeting in Barcelona is planned (during the EANM meeting). Date and place to be announced. Note August 2009: the meeting will be held on Sunday, Oct. 11 2009, 17:00-19:00 h, Room: M213/214

A proposal to have the annual COST meeting during ESMI 2010 (molecular imaging) was proposed since it is held in May. It was also proposed to organize a session during the ESMI on behalf of the Action (Action Helmut Maecke).
More details will be determined by communication by e-mail.

7.   STSM status, applications

No new applications were mentioned. It was stressed this is an important aspect of COST Actions.

8.   Publications, dissemination and outreach activities

Again it was stressed how important it is to mention COST in all relevant publications.

9.   Request for new members

No new counties have requested membership. Renata Mikolajczjak proposed a group from France (details to follow) to join in the work of WG4. Jacques Barbet proposed participation of another group from Nantes (details to follow).

10. Promotion of gender balance and of Early Stage Researchers (ESR)

Most STSMs were for women last year.

11. Non-COST country participations

No countries have requested participation

12. Web news

This has been covered already (see above)

13. AOB

No other business

14. Closing

Meeting was adjourned at 6:30.
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